John 1B:14-18

cKc
The Word (Logos) became flesh.  Christ, the eternal Logos, who is God, came to earth as man.  Yet in doing so, He did not merely “appear” like a man; He  became one (Phil. 2:5-9).  Humanity, in other words, was added to Christ’s deity.  And yet Christ, in becoming “flesh” did not change.  Flesh in this verse means a human nature, not sinfulness or weakness.  In the Greek the words lived for a while among us recall God’s dwelling with Israel in the Old Testament.  The word “lived” is eskenosen, from skene (“tabernacle”).  Much as God’s presence was in the tabernacle (Ex. 40:34), so Jesus dwelt among people.  V14
John the Baptist gave a continuing testimony to Jesus.  Jesus was younger and began His ministry later than John.  But John said that because of His preexistence (and thus His true nature) He… has surpassed me.      V15

The Word made flesh is the source of grace, which is the sum total of all the spiritual favors God gives to people.  The words we… all refer to Christians and include John the author.  Because of the fullness of His grace… one blessing after another (grace in place of grace) comes to Christians as waves continue to come to the shore.      V16

The greatness of the old dispensation (a religious system or code of commands, the act of dispensing) was the giving of the Law by God through His servant Moses.  No other nation has had such a privilege.  But the glory of the church is the revelation of God’s grace and truth… through Jesus Christ.      V17

God in His essence is invisible (1 Tim. 1:17).  He is One “whom no one has seen or can see” (1 Tim. 6:16).  No one has ever seen God’s essential nature.  God may be seen in a theophany but His inner essence or nature is disclosed only in Jesus.  God the only Son is literally “the unique God” or “the only begotten God.”  He is unique, the one and only God.  The Son is at the Father’s side, thus revealing the intimacy of the Father and the Son (the Word was “with God,” v1-2).  Furthermore, the Son has made… known the Father.  The Son is the “exegete” of the Father, and as a result of His work the nature of the invisible Father (4:24) is displayed in the Son (6:46).  You have seen the Son, so you then have seen the Father.      V18

