John 3A:1-13
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Nicodemus represented the best in the nation.  He was a teacher (v.10), a Pharisee, and a member of the Sanhedrin, the Jewish ruling council.  The Sanhedrin had 70 members who were responsible for religious decisions and also, under the Romans, for civil rule.  The Sanhedrin put Jesus on trial (Luke 22:6).  Nicodemus later rebuked the Pharisees for condemning Jesus without hearing Him (John 7:50-51), and he helped Joseph of Arimathea  bury Jesus (19:39-40).      V1

John did not say why Nicodemus came to Jesus at night, perhaps he was afraid that someone might see him if he came during the day.  Nicodemus began, Rabbi, we know You are a Teacher who has come from God.  The titles “Rabbi” and “Teacher” are polite and flattering on one hand, but they showed Nicodemus’ inadequate comprehension of who Jesus is.  The words “from God” are in an emphatic position in the Greek.   Nicodemus wanted to talk to Him as one Rabbi to another.       V2

But Jesus was not on the same level as Nicodemus.  He is “from above (v.31); therefore Nicodemus must be born “from above (v.3).  To be born again or born “from above” (19:11) is to have a spiritual transformation which takes a person out the of the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of God (Col. 1:13).      V3-4

The “water” refers to the repentance ministry of John the Baptist, and the “Spirit” refers to the application by the Holy Spirit of Christ to an individual.  So Jesus was saying that Nicodemus, in order to enter the kingdom, needed to turn to Him (repent) in order to be regenerated by the Holy Spirit.       V5

There are two distinct realms: one is fallen man (the flesh) and the other is of God (the Spirit).  A fallen person cannot regenerate himself; he needs a divine rescuer.  Only God’s Holy Spirit can regenerate a human spirit.  The work of the Spirit is invisible and mysterious like the blowing of the wind.  Man controls neither.     V6-8

The nation’s outstanding teacher (Nicodemus) ought to understand how God by His sovereign grace can give someone a new heart (1 Sam. 10:6; Jer. 31:33).    V9-10

But Nicodemus was ignorant of the realm of which Jesus spoke.  He represented the nation’s unbelief and lack of knowledge.  Since Nicodemus could not grasp the basic teaching of regeneration which Jesus presented in earthly analogies, how could he understand and believe the more abstract heavenly maters such as the Trinity, the Incarnation, and Jesus’ coming glorification?      V11-12

No one has ever gone into heaven and then come back to earth, able to give clear teaching about divine matters.  The one exception is Jesus who is the Son of Man (1:50-51; Dan. 7:13; Matt. 26:24).  He “descended” in the Incarnation and “ascended” in the Ascension.  He also was in heaven before the Incarnation and therefore knows the divine mysteries.      V13

