John 4:1-14

cKc

The sudden popularity of Jesus, evidenced by the growth of His followers, caused the Pharisees to take special notice of Him.  Since Jesus was working on God’s schedule, He knew how His ministry would end.  Until that appointed time, He must live carefully, so He withdrew from the conflict until His “hour” (7:6; 8, 30; 8:20) and went back… to Galilee.      V1-3

He had to go through Samaria.  This was the shortest route from Judea to Galilee but not the only way.  The other route was through Perea, east of the Jordan River.  In Jesus’ day the Jews, because of their hatred for the Samaritans, normally took the eastern route in order to avoid Samaria.  But Jesus chose the route through Samaria in order to reach the despised people of that region.  As the Savior of the world He seeks out and saves the despised and outcasts (Luke 19:10).     V4

Jesus tired from walking, sat down by the well.  It was about the sixth hour, which according to Roman time reckoning would have been 6 P.M.  Jesus being truly  human, experienced thirst, weariness, pain, and hunger.  Of course He also possesses all the attributes of Deity (omniscience, omnipotence, etc.).      V5-6

With His disciples in the city buying food, Jesus did a surprising thing:  He spoke to a Samaritan woman, whom He had never met.  The woman was shocked to hear a Jewish man ask for a drink form her.  The normal prejudices of the day prohibited public conversation between men and woman, Jews and Samaritans, and especially between strangers.  A Jewish Rabbi would rather go thirsty than violate these proprieties.    V7-8
Surprised and curious, the woman could not understand how He would dare ask her for a drink, since Jews did not associate with Samaritans.  Having captured her attention and stimulated here curiosity, Jesus then spoke an enigmatic saying to cause her to think.  It was as if He had said, “Your shock would be infinitely greater if you really knew who I am.  You – not I – would be asking!”  Three things would have provoked her thinking: (1) Who is He? (2) What is the gift of God? (3) What is living water?  “Living water” in one sense is running water, but in another sense it is the Holy Spirit (Jer. 2:13; Zech. 14:8; John 7:38-39).      V9-10

She misunderstood the “living water” and thought only of water from the well.  Since Jacob’s well was so deep how could Jesus get this living water?  Are You greater than our father Jacob?  She asked.  In Greek this question expects a negative answer.  She could not conceive of Him as greater than Jacob.  Her claim “our father Jacob” is interesting in light of the fact that the Jews claim him as the founder of their nation.      V11-12

Jesus began to unveil the truth in an enigmatic statement.  This water from Jacob’s well would satisfy only bodily thirst for a time.  But the water Jesus gives provides continual satisfaction of needs and desires.  In addition one who drinks His living water will have within him a spring of life giving water (7:38-39).  This inner spring contrast with the water from the well, which required hard work to acquire.  Jesus was speaking of the Holy Spirit who brings salvation to a person who believes and through Him offers salvation to others.      V13-14

