 John 5:19-30

cKc

Jesus explained that He is not independent of or in opposition to the Father.  His activity is not self-initiated.  The Father directs and has sent the Son.  The Son’s activity imitates the Father, and the Two always work together.  The Son is not doing simply a part of God’s will; He has a full disclosure of all the Father’s works.      V19-20

The Son gives life to whom He is pleased to give it, just as He chose to heal one man out of a crowd of disabled people.  The giving of life includes spiritual (eternal) life and a resurrected body.  The resuscitation of Lazarus (chp 11) would illustrate both.  The Son’s ability to give life is coupled with His right to judge mankind (v.27).       V21-22

Jesus’ unity with His Father is so complete that the honor of God is tied to Jesus.  To reject or dishonor God the Son is to reject and dishonor God the Father.  No judgment will come in the future (he will not be condemned, Rom. 6:13; 8:1) because he has already passed from one realm – death – into another – life (Eph. 2:1, 5).      V23-24
Jesus’ life-giving power can call a person out of the grave (11:43), everyone from their tombs (5:28 – 29), or anyone in spiritual death (v. 24) to eternal life.      V25

Jesus’ discourse now returned to the two central prerogatives of God; life (v21,24-26) and judgment (v22, 24-25, 27).  Jesus has both because the Father… has given Him both.      V26
Jesus said His hearers should not be amazed at His claim that right now those who believe pass from death into life (v.24), because in the future there will be a universal physical resurrection at His command.  This universal resurrection is clearly taught in Daniel 12:1-2.  The words those who have done good and those who have done evil (worthless things) by themselves might imply a salvation by good deeds or damnation because of evil deeds, but a consideration of John’s theology as a whole forbids this (3:17-21; 6:28-29).  Those who are truly  born again do live a different kind of life.  They obey Him (14:15), they abide in Him (15:5-7), and they walk in the light (8:12; 1 John 1:7).  They are saved by the Lamb of God who, as their substitutionary Sacrifice, takes away the penalty of their sin.  Salvation is by faith in Christ.  Damnation is because of rejection of God’s Son (John 3:36).      V27-29

This section ends the same way  it began, with the point that the Son can do nothing apart from the Father (v.19).  His judgment, as everything He does is from the express will of the Father.  He is the perfect Spokesman for the Father.  Jesus’ will is to do the Father’s will (4:34; 8:29), which shows that He has the same nature.       V30

