John 6A:9-21
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Andrew had gone into the crowd to determine if there was any food available for everyone to eat (Mark 6:38).  All he could come up with was a little boy’s lunch.  As the Good Shepherd Jesus made the “sheep” (Mark 6:34) sit down in green pastures (Ps. 23:2).  According to Mark 6:40, the people were seated in groups of 50 and 100.  This made the crowds easy to count and the food easy to distribute.  Five thousand men were there, plus women and children (Matt. 14:21).  Thus probably more than 10,000 people were fed.      V8-11

The words, when they had all had enough to eat, stresses the Miracle that took place by the hand of Jesus that day.  The disciples’ gathering of the 12 baskets of fragments was part of their education, to show that He is more than adequate for their needs.  V12-13

Seeing the miraculous sign, the people recalled Moses’ prediction that a Prophet like him would arise (Deut. 18:15).  Moses had fed the people and led them out of Egyptian bondage.  Jesus had fed the people and could lead them out of Roman bondage.  The people wanted to seize Him and make Him king.  This was not the Fathers will.  Jesus’ kingdom would be given to Him by the Father (Ps. 2:7-12; Dan 7:13-14).  Before He can be the reigning Lion of Judah, He must be the Lamb who bears the sin of the world (1:29).      V14-15

His disciples went down to the Lake (Jesus compelled them, Mark 6:45).   As they got out on the lake, the sun went down and the wind picked up.  Jesus was up in the hills praying while watching them in their toil (Mark 6:45-48).      V16-17

The west wind, which often picks up at evening, caught them in the open water.  They were headed directly into it and found themselves making little progress.  They were “straining at the oars” (Mark 6:48).  The Sea of Galilee is notable for its sudden and severe storms.  They had rowed three or three and a half miles, so they were in the middle of the lake.  They were terrified to see a figure walking on the water.  They thought it was a ghost (Mark 6:49). This occurred in the “fourth watch” of the night, that is, between 3 and 6 o’clock in the morning (Matt. 14:25; Mark 6:48).      V18-19

When the disciples recognized Him, they welcomed Him into the boat.  By the words and immediately the boat reached the shore another miracle is probably intended.     V20-21

