John 6B:22-29

cKc 

The crowd who had been fed were still on the eastern shore of the sea.  They saw Jesus compel His disciples to get into the one boat which was there.  But since the crowd supposed that He had stayed in the area.  After some time they realized He was no longer there.  Some boats from Tiberias landed, so the people decided to seek Jesus in the Capernaum region and got into the boats.  The people’s question, “When did You get here?” introduces His long discourse in Capernaum (v.59).  Jesus did not explain how or when He crossed the lake, for His walking on the water was a private sign for the disciples only.      V22-25

Jesus began with the solemn words, I tell you the truth.  Jesus spoke these words four times in this discourse (6:26,32, 47, 53).  This drew attention to the importance of what He was about to teach.  He rebuked them for their materialistic motivation and their lack of spiritual perception.  They saw miraculous signs, but to them it was only an easy meal.  They failed to see what it signified.       V26

When Jesus said, Do not work for food that spoils, He was not condoning laziness.  Rather He was saying that people should expend their efforts for what will last forever.  “Man  does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.” (Matt. 4:4).  Physical food is short-lived but spiritual food leads to eternal life.  The Son of Man (who has access to heaven [John 3:13]) will give people this spiritual food, which is ultimately Christ Himself (6:53).  God the Father Himself authenticated Jesus’ claim that He is true heavenly “food.”       V27

The people recognized that Jesus was saying God had a requirement for them.  They would do God’s requirement if He would inform them what it was.  They believed that they could please God and thus obtain eternal life by doing good works (Rom. 10:2-4).   V28

Jesus’ response to their question was a flat contradiction of their thinking.  They could not please God by doing good works.  There is only one work of God, that is, one thing God requires.  They need to put their trust in the One the Father has sent.  Because of their sin people cannot please God by doing good works for salvation (Eph. 2:8-9; Titus 3:5).  God demands that people recognize their inability to save themselves and receive His gift (Rom. 6:23).      V29

