John 8:31-42

cKc
Jews who had believed Him indicates that some paid attention to Jesus’ words without necessarily committing themselves to Him personally (6:53).  It was possible to “believe”in the message of repentance and the coming kingdom without being born again.  Continuing in the truth is the sign of true followers and learners (disciples).  If they really grasped His message, they would find salvation truth.  Knowing this salvation truth would liberate them from their bondage in sin.      V31-32
Their response indicated that they had not grasped Christ’s message.  Even though they were under Rome, they insisted that as Abraham’s descendants they were free men.  How could Jesus free them when they were not slaves?  They had no sense of their bondage to sin.      V33

Three times in this chapter (v34, 51,58) Jesus said, I tell you truth (1:51).  The very act of committing sin reveals that the one doing the act is under the power and authority of sin.  Sin is personified as a cruel master.  Paul used the same illustration (Rom. 6:15-23).   V34

Just as Ishmael, Abraham’s slave son, was cast out of the house (Gen. 21:18-21), so those in sin are in danger.  Isaac was a son who belonged and therefore remained in the house.  Were they like Ishmael, or Isaac?  The issue was not physical genealogy but spiritual kinship.    V35

Jesus is the true Son and seed of Abraham (Gal. 3:16).  He remains in the house and is over it (Heb. 3:6).  People can become truly free by becoming sons of God by faith in Christ, the Son (Gal. 3:26).      V36

Physically the Jews of course are the descendants of Abraham.  Yet this same crowd was seeking to kill Jesus, Abraham’s true Son, thus showing that they were not Abraham’s spiritual descendants (Rom. 2:28-29; 9:6, 8: Gal. 3:29).  They were rejecting His message (My word).      V37

Jesus spoke what He had seen in the Father’s presence (v.28).  Thus His words are God’s truth.  But the people had no affinity for His words because they listened to their father (Satan; v.44) and followed him.   As yet Jesus had not identified their father, but the implication was becoming plain.      V38

To counter the thrust of Jesus’ argument, the Jews responded by stating that spiritual descendants of Abraham do what Abraham did, that is, they believe and obey God.  They should respond in faith to the heavenly messenger and do what He says.  John the Baptist had earlier warned the Jews against the danger of trusting in their Abrahamic lineage (Luke 3:8).      V39
But they were rejecting the heavenly Messenger and seeking to kill the One who told them God’s Word.  Abraham did not do that; he was obedient to God’s commands (Gen. 12:1-9; 15:6; 22:1-19).      V40

The Jews’ works were different, so their father (v38) must also be different.  They could seek to evade Jesus’ logic only by denying an illegitimate human paternity and claiming a heavenly one.  Love is a family affair (1 John 5:1).  If the Jews really had God as their Father and really loved Him, then they would have loved Jesus because He came from God.   Jesus again affirmed His position as God’s Representative: the Father sent Him.      V41-42
