God has a plan for our lives

Genesis 12:1-7

Need:  Old road maps or atlas pages.

Introduction………………………………………………………………….

Say:  We usually have good maps to help us find where we’re going.

· When have you used a map to help you get somewhere?

· Can you tell us about a time when you got lost because you didn’t have a map?

Progress of Events…………………………………………………………..

Three promises were based on God’s call for Abraham to leave his land: (a) a great nation, (b) a blessing for Abraham (c) a great name(v.2).  Based on this obedience were God’s three promises to:  (a) bless those who blessed him, (b) curse anyone who would treat him bad, and (c) bless the families of the earth through him (v.3).  To bless or curse Abraham was to bless or curse Abraham’s God.  The idea of faith is stressed in these passages.  Abraham was told to leave several things – his “country,” his people, and his father’s household (Gen. 12:1).  But he was told nothing about the Land to which he must go.  His departure required an unparalleled act of faith.      V1-3
Abraham obeyed!  His obedience is recounted in two ways; (1) He left (v.4) and he was a blessing (v5-9).  In Haran many people (literally, “souls”) were acquired by Abraham and his family (v.5).  This “getting of souls” may refer to proselytizing, that is, to Abraham’s influence on some Haranites to follow Yahweh.  Then in the Land of Canaan he built altars at Shechem (v.6).  At Shechem, Yahweh appeared to Abraham to confirm His promise and to reward Abraham’s faith.  To your offspring I will give this land (Gen. 12:7).  Abraham arrived in the Land and God showed it to him.  But it would be given to his descendants, not to him.      V4-7
· Who showed Abraham and his family where to go?

· Do you think God gave Abraham a map?

· Why do you think Abraham obeyed God?

· How do you think Abraham and his family felt about going to a strange land?

Conclusion……………………………………………………………………

God has a plan for Abraham’s life.  Abraham obeyed God, and God made him the father of many nations.  God has plans for our lives, too.  And when we follow God’s plan, God can do wonderful things through us!

