God wants us to be faithful, and do the right thing

Daniel 6:1-22

( Teaching:  Four to six year olds, v1-10 )

INTRODUCTION…………………………………………………………………….

· If someone told you to stop reading your Bible or to be dishonest, would you?

· Even if everyone stops praying, would you continue to pray to God?  Why or why not? 

Say:  We’re going to read about a man who refuse to stop praying to God even though the king said only people can pray to him.

PROGRESS OF EVENTS……………………………………………………………..

King Darius gave Daniel a high position for his outstanding work and was ready to make him the administrator of the entire kingdom.      V1-3

The other leaders spied on Daniel, hoping to catch him doing wrong; instead they found him faithful in work and in worship of God.  Frustrated, they plotted to use Daniel’s faithfulness against him.      V4-7
In those days a king thought himself to be like a god.  Pride kept King Darius from seeing the true reason for the decree.  Knowing that it was God who enabled him to be faithful, Daniel chose to keep praying as he always had; even though he knew it could mean his death.      V8-10
Daniel’s enemies accused him before Darius.  The grieved king struggle unsuccessfully to excuse Daniel.      V11-15
Darius reluctantly commanded that Daniel be thrown to the Lions, encouraging Daniel to trust his God.  Darius could not help Daniel, but God could.      V16-19
At dawn the king, after a sleepless night (v18), hurried to the lions den.  In anguish over probably finding Daniel consumed.  Darius hoped against hope (v16) that the elderly statesman might have been rescued by God, whom he served.  Daniel replied that God had in fact kept him unharmed because of his flawless life (v22) and because he… trusted in… God.  God’s Angel, Daniel said, had kept the lions mouth shut.      V20-23

CONCLUSION……………………………………………………………………………

Daniel was lifted from the den, unharmed.  Sometimes when you are faithful to God, others may not understand or may even oppose you, but God’s word says (read Cor. 15:58a).  Don’t let pressure from others stop you from doing what is right.

