God wants us to do what we know is right

Esther 4:6-16

Introduction………………………………………………………………….

Say:  Sometimes we’re asked to do things, we’re not sure we can do.  Ask:

· Can you tell us about a time when you said, “I can’t?”

Can you tell us about a time when you said, “I can’t?”  

Say:  It’s easy to say, “I can’t.”  Sometimes we say those words before we’ve even tried!  There was a women in the Bible who was scared to do something even though she knew it was the right thing to do.

Progress of Events……………………………………………………………..

The action in this section centers around Hathach, one of the King’s eunuchs assigned to Esther.  Though Esther had not been in the presence of the King for a month, this did not mean that she had fallen from his favor.  As his queen she had many luxuries and was waited on by maids and eunuchs, who told her about Mordecai’s mourning.  She assigned Hathach…to find out why Mordecai was carrying on that way in a public place.  In response to Hathach’s inquiry to Mordecai in the open square, Mordecai gave him a copy of the edict to show Esther.  The words “her people” revealed to the Eunuch Hathach, if he did not know it before, that Esther was a Jewess.      V6-8
Esther’s response to Mordecai was not encouraging.  Esther reminded Mordecai that she could not simply enter the King’s inner chambers unannounced or she might be put to death.  The King had the power to execute anyone who disturbed him without an appointment.  For the King to extend the golden scepter to someone showed that he approved of the visit and that person was welcomed.      V9-11
Mordecai believed God in some way would protect His people:  deliverance would arise from another place if Esther would not approach Xerxes about the Jews plight.  Mordecai reminded Esther that if she did not attempt to avert this terrible calamity she would surely die, even though she was a member of the royal family.  Therefore death by order of the King for entering his presence would be no worse than waiting and meeting death at the hands of Haman.      V12-14

Esther understood the situation well.  In concluding her reply to Mordecai she noted, If I perish, I perish.  She would go to the King, even if it meant her death.     V15-16

· Why was it important for Esther to try and save her people?

· What did Esther risk when she went to the king?

· Who might God want you to tell about Him?

· What will you say to that person?

