God can give you the strength to handle any situation

Genesis 37:1-28

(Teaching:  Four to six year olds; v1-11, then explain the rest of teaching)

INTRODUCTION……………………………………………………………..

· God wants us to love others even when they’re mean to you.

· What are some ways we can show kindness to those who don’t like us?

· Have you ever been jealous of others?

Say:  The Bible tells us about a teenager who needed to learn how to be loving to those who weren’t nice to him.

PROGRESS OF EVENTS………………………………………………………

His father favored Joseph because he was the son of Rachel Jacobs favorite wife.  The giving of the Special coat implied that Joseph would receive the blessing usually reserved for the firstborn.      V1-4
Joseph dream revealed a situation indicating that he would have a place of authority, Joseph freely told his brothers, and they hated him all the more.   The eleven stars represented the brothers.      V5-8
Joseph second dream included the added details that he would some day be supreme over his parents (represented in the dream by the sun(father) and the moon (mom).     V9-11
Even though he knew his brothers hated him, Joseph obediently walked fifty miles to Shechem, then willingly continued another fifteen miles to Dothan until he found them.      V12-17

When the brothers saw Joseph approaching, they plotted to kill him.  Reuben urged his brothers not to kill Joseph; so instead, they threw Joseph into an empty water hole.      V18-24
The longsuffering that God was building into Joseph’s life would now endure its greatest test as his own brothers sold him as a slave.      V25-28
Say:  Joseph would go on to be a very important person in Egypt.  He was second in command, only to king.  God taught him to be kind to his enemies and he learned to forgive his brothers for what they did to him.  Jacob was once again re-united with his son, Joseph.

CONCLUSION………………………………… ……………………………………

God wants us to be kind to people who are not nice to us.  We need to pray for those who are unkind.  Let’s ask God to give us strength so that we can love are enemies just like Joseph.

Props:  Felt board with characters

