Jesus uses a little boy and his food to feed over 5000 people

John 6:1-13

Introduction………………………………………………………………..

· Is there anything to hard for God to do?  Why or why not?

· Do you think God could ever use you to perform a miracle?  Why or why not?

· Do you ever doubt that God will provide for you?  Explain.

Say:  Let’s read how Jesus used a little boy with some fish and bread to feed over 5000 people.  Read aloud John 6:1-13

Progress of Events………………………………………………………..

From verses 1-2 it seems that Jesus had gone to the northeast side of the Sea of Galilee with His disciples for rest.  This lake was also called the Sea of Tiberias (21:1), named for a town on the lake’s west shore built by Herod Antipas.  But a crowd gathered even in this “solitary” (Matt. 14:13) and “remote place.”  (Matt. 14:15).     V1-2

The mention of the hillside or “the mountain” may indicate an intended parallel to Moses’ experience on Mount Sinai.  Jesus question to Philip- Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat? – was not for information but was part of His program of educating the disciples.  Philip was from Bethsaida (1:44) which was the closest town, and he would know the local resources.  The answer to Jesus’ question was that it was impossible, humanly speaking, for thousands of people to get bread late in the day from the little neighboring villages.        V3-6
The amount needed was a large sum of money: literally, “200 denarii.”  One denarius was the wage for a day’s work; this would have been eight months’ wages.  Even if the bread had been available, the disciples did not have nearly that much money.  The disciples were supported by people who responded to Jesus’ ministry.      V7

Andrew in contrast with Philip, had gone into the crowd to determine its resources.  All he could come up with was little boy’s lunch.  Man’s inability set the stage for a manifestation of Jesus’ compassion and power.         V8-9

As the Good Shepherd, Jesus made the “sheep (Mark 6:34) sit down in green pastures.  According to Mark 6:40, the people were seated in groups of 50 and 100.  This made the crowd easy to count and the food easy to distribute.  Five thousand men were there, plus women and children (Matt. 14:21).  Thus probably more than 10,000 people were fed.  As Jesus distributed the food (with the aide of the disciples), the miraculous multiplication took place.     V10-11
The disciples’ gathering of the 12 baskets of fragments was part of their education, to show them that He is more than adequate for their needs.      V12-13

· What do you think Jesus’ followers thought when they saw that they only had two fish and five loaves of bread to feed all those people?

· How do you think you would have felt if you had been one of the people that got feed that day?

Conclusion……………………………………………………………………….

Jesus used a small boys food to perform a miracle.  Jesus can use you to do great things as well.  We always need to be ready, because Jesus is always ready to use us if we let him.

