God saves and protects us

Exodus 14:13-28

Introduction…………………………………………………………………………………

· Have you ever been scared of something or someone?  Why?

· Why is it important to ask for God’s help?

· When has God helped you with something that seemed impossible?

Say:  Today were going to read a story of God’s great protection.  

Progress of Events………………………………………………………………………..

Quickly forgetting the past, they bitterly accused Moses of deceiving them by leading them into the desert to die… Didn’t we say… in Egypt, Leave us alone; let us serve the Egyptians?  Moses, recognizing that fear was distorting their memories and arousing their passions against him, sought to reassure them that the Lord would deliver them by fighting for them (15:3; Neh. 4:20).   V13-14

God told Moses He would miraculously deliver the people through the sea.  Moses only needed to raise his staff… over the sea and the water would divide and the floor of the sea would be dry ground.  Pharaoh’s charioteers would foolishly pursue the Israelites into the sea.  There, as with the plagues.  God would demonstrate His power and glory in the destruction of the Egyptian military.  The Egyptians, God said, will know that I am the Lord.      V15-18
Then the angel of God, or an angelic messenger, moved from the front of the Israelites to the rear to protect them from the charging Egyptians.  The angel shifted from guide to guardian!  All through that night the pillar of cloud, which also had moved to the rear to be between the two camps, brought such darkness that military advance was impossible for the Egyptians.  That night God was performing another miracle; splitting the sea (Ps. 74:13) by a strong east wind and drying the sea floor (Ps. 66:6; 106:9).  The sea was deep enough (Ex. 15:5) that later it drowned the Egyptians (14:28).  While the wind kept the sea floor dry and the sea split, the Israelites walked through the sea (v16; Ps 78:13).  The passageway may have been wide in order to allow about 2 million people and their flock and herds to walk through.  This was a miraculous wind!      V19-22
As the Egyptians pursued the Israelites into the dry sea bed, in the morning watch (sometime between 3 A.M and dawn) the Lord slowed their progress and they were panic-stricken.  According to Psalm 77:16-19, God caused a rainstorm, lightning, thunder, and an earthquake.  Perhaps the rain quickly soaked the sea floor, which caused the wheels of their chariots to swerve.  There was also the noise and buffeting of the wind that was banking the waters.  The Egyptians sought to escape, realizing that the God of the Hebrews was fighting for Israel.  At daybreak the sea water went together into the sea (Lit., thrown downward).  The crashing walls of water crushed the Egyptians in the sea so that not a single soldier survived.  V23-28

· What happened when Moses and God’s people came to the Red Sea?

· Why did God part the Sea?

· How can you remember to ask for help when you are scared?

Conclusion……………………………………………………………………………………

God saves his people because he loves them.  God miraculously parted the Red Sea so his people could get safely across.  God loves us and protects us when were scared or lost.  Close in thanksgiving and prayer.

