Friends are faithful and always true to each other

Ruth 1:3-18

Introduction………………………………………………………………………………..

· Who are your best friends?  Why?

· What kind of troubles pull real friends apart?  Explain

· Are you a true friend?  Is Jesus a real friend?

Progress of Events………………………………………………………………………….

Naomi faced the distressing problem of her husband’s death.  How long they had lived in Moab before Elimelech’s death is not known.  Naomi’s two sons married Moabite women… Orpah and Ruth.  These marriages were not condemned(the Law did not say Israelites could not marry Moabites, only Canaanites (Deut. 7:3).  However, Solomon’s experience later showed that the greatest problem in such a marriage is the temptation to serve the gods of one’s foreign wife (1 Kings 11:1-6).      V3-4

Naomi had now accumulated a great load of personal grief.  Her husband and her only sons had died before their time.  She was a stranger in a foreign land.  If the family name were to carry on, there had to be an heir.  But having no sons, Naomi was left without hope.      V5

Naomi learned that rain had come to her homeland.  The famine was ended and God provided food (crops from the field and fruit from the trees).  It was the Lord who had stopped the famine and given rain.  Naomi reversed the direction she and her husband had taken.      V6-7

Naomi, sensing that the prospects of her daughters-in-law for remarriage in Israel would be slight, urged them to stay in Moab.  The basis of Naomi’s blessing was the gracious actions of Ruth and Orpah to their husbands and to Naomi.  Both young women were worthy in the eyes of their mother-in-law, so she wanted God to be good to them(they both married Israelite men and thus were under God’s covenant).     V8

Naomi then asked that God would give each of them a place of rest with another husband.  Marriage meant security for a woman.  And yet ironically Ruth seemed to be giving up this possibility by leaving Moab.   Naomi’s kisses were intended as farewells.      V9-10
Three times Naomi insisted that they return to Moab.  They needed to be sure to remarry.  Naomi pointed out that she had no more sons and that she was past the age of childbearing.  Even if she did acquire a new husband and have sons it was silly to think that Orpah and Ruth would wait for them to grow up.  V11-13

Ruth did the unexpected.  Ruth clung to Naomi, apparently choosing to follow and serve her widowed mother-in-law rather than seek a husband.  In Ruth’s mind the decision probably meant that she would never have a husband or children.  Naomi again urged Ruth to return to her home.  She cited the example of Orpah’s obedience to her request.      V14-15
In one of the most beautiful expressions of commitment in all the world’s literature Ruth laced her future to that of Naomi.  She confessed allegiance to the people of Israel (your people) and to the God of Israel (your God).  Ruth decision was so strong that it included reference to death and burial.  She would stay with Naomi to death and beyond.  To seal the quality of her decision, Ruth invoked judgment from Israel’s God if she were to break her commitment of loyalty to her mother-in-law.  Naomi then stopped urging Ruth to go back to Moab.  Since Ruth had invoked God’s name in her commitment, Naomi relented.      V16-18
· What made Ruth a faithful friend?  How can you be a faithful friend?

· Who is the most faithful friend you’ll ever have in your life?  Explain.

Conclusion………………………………………………………………………………………….

It’s great having friends!  They stick with us when were sad, troubled, happy and sick.  Jesus is that kind of friend.  He will never leave you.

