God welcomes everyone

Luke 19:1-10

Introduction………………………………………………………………….

· Has there ever been a time in your life when you felt all alone in this world?  

· What kind of situations makes you feel awkward in real life?  Why?

· How would knowing that God loves you help you not be afraid?  Explain.

Say:  God welcomes and loves everyone that wants to become part of his family.  Let’s read about a man who was not liked by a lot of people, but that didn’t matter to Jesus, He loved him anyway.  Read aloud Luke 19:1-10.

Progress of Events…………………………………………………………….

This incident seems ludicrous.  Here was Zacchaeus, a wealthy and probably influential man, running ahead of the crowd and climbing a sycamore-fig tree (Amos 7:14) to get a chance to see… Jesus.  Luke may have been presenting Zacchaeus’ action as a commentary on Jesus’ words that unless people become like little children they cannot enter the kingdom of God (Luke 18:17).      V1-4

Jesus already knew Zacchaeus’ name all about him.  He instructed the tax man to come down immediately for Jesus wanted to stay at his house.  This was more than Zacchaeus had hoped for, so he welcomed Him gladly.  The word “gladly” is literally “rejoicing.”

V5-6

As usual, many complained (began to mutter) because Jesus had gone to be the guest of a “sinner” (15:1).  But Zacchaeus stood up and voluntarily announced that he would give half of what he owned to the poor and repay fourfold all he had wronged.  He publicly wanted the people to know that his time with Jesus had changed his life.  Interestingly he parted with much of his wealth, similar to what Jesus had asked the rich ruler to do (18:22).      V7-10
· Why do you think Jesus refused to see Zacchaeus that way others did?

· What did Zacchaeus say and do to show he had changed his ways?  Why did he change?

Conclusion………………………………………………………………………..

We need to see people like Jesus sees them.  Jesus wants us to look deeper into people’s heart, not just on the outside appearance.  Just like Jesus, we should always welcome people into our lives so that they may see Jesus in us.

